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Aving at prefent finifh’d our Accounts of the Reve 

val of Religio on r Ne w-ENGLAND at tt t prejent 

Day before Mr. bitehadd’s Arrival wn 17 ary: 7 
til ss Slain eee eods hee ints come to our H ; 
we would entertain our Readers with other Marte \od 
we cannot but think that the following Extract i cx 
fuitable for the prefent Times. [ro a ¢ 
a valuable and famous Treatife intituled Ti+ Ain ” perry 
among Men, printed at London in 1679, 


Rev. Mr. Joun Conner, one of the grestett 


learned as well as pious of the Noncont ' ss Dar. a 
we learn from his Funeral Sermon prea i} Rev. and 
famous Mr. Baxter, and from Dr. Calary's A mt of the 


eyected Minufters. 
CHAP. XV 
The Emmity of the World again? God . ted the Calwmmnics 


and Reproa: hes caf upon if com ner. 


¢ | "HE fecurity and increafe of truc Re! ’ tee 
$ of no {mall dificulrey. Thekom acai? it re 


* neral and perpetual in the firfe race of Mankind ike 
* forth even to Blood, and throwghowt all Ax» uth bees 
© propagated ,and that with great rage, a5 ¥ “ 

* out the Pale of the vilible Church I viverte WW 
* knows not the new Nature what tm, for st kn ws pot 
: God, whole Lovage it is. he World w not on! enated 
* from the Life of God, but oppolite to it y the ditipethy of 


© the carnal Life, and f& mot only wants the true rel hut 
hath a flromy difreltlh of the divine and heavenly ‘ure. 
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Moreover true Chriftianity isa Light, by which all Things 
that are reproved, are made manifeft ; and the World that 
lives in Sin and loves Darknefs, hates the Light, by which 
it is condemned, not only with an Hatred of Averfation, 
but of hoftile Perfecution. 

« Neverthelefs, the unregenerate Sort of Men in general, 
cannot and would not abandon all Senfe of Religion, which 
is fo deeply imprinted in human Nature, and the Form 
whereof may be acceptable even to corrupt Nature. Where- 
fore they own the Name, while they hate the Thing ; and 
keep up a Shew and Form thereof, while they deny the 
Truth and Power. And having a falfe Apprehenfion of 
Chrift they adore him, while they trample upon his prefent 
Members, that really bear his Image ; and having a falfe 
Idea of Godlinefs, they honour the Memory of the Saints 
of former Ages, while they vilify thofe of their own Times, 
in whomGodlinefs really exifts : which fhews, that if Chrift 
and the former Saints were now on the Earth to appear 
what they were indeed, they would be no lefs hated and 
fcorned than the Faithful that are now living. 

‘ The manifold Ways of Deftruction and Mifery wherein 
the Wicked walk, tho’ contradictory to each other, do all 
confpire in this Enmity ; and Godlinefs is put to confi 
not with one Sort of Enemies, but with the various corrupt 
Parties of the divided carnal World. Yet worldly Interefts 
often make their Advantages of Chriftianity, and have their 
Defigns upon it, and complicate themfelves with it in fome 
external and accidental Engagements fora Seafon, and then 
the Enmity is reftrained. And not a few, that fall hort of 
Regeneration, may be fo illuminated and wrought upon, as 
not only to ceafe from Malignancy and Hoftility againft it, 
but to promote and ftrengthen its external Interefts. But 
for all this, the Serpentine Nature hath hitherto been more 
predominant in this lower Wor!ld,and God’s Kingdom hath 
had far greater Oppofition, than Affiftance from the Powers 
thereof. 

© Now we are noting the Injury and Defpight that is done 
to Godlinefs, the Calumnies and Reproaches heaped on the 
ferious Profeffors of it to render them hateful and contemp- 
tible, requires fome Animadverfion. Their Adverfaries 


‘fer them forth as Proud, Froward, Stubborn, Falfe, Rath, 


Fierce, Petulant, Sullen, Fanatical, Hypocritical, Cenfo- 
© rious, 
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€ rious, Pragmatical, Unruly, Schifmatical, Seditious, Un- 
peaceable, Prefumptuous, Selfith, and fuch like. 

« If we would judge rightly of thefelmputations ,We are ta 
mind many Things, wz. The Intrufion of Hy pocrit es, the 
Multitude of halfConverts,the great Weaknefs of Grace and 
Defe& of Wifdom in the greater Part of fincere Chriftians, 
and the Imperfeétions of the beft and chiefeft of them. It 
is further to be confidered that Faults real or feeming, are 
more remarkable in ftriét Profeffors than in any others, as 
Spots in a white Garment ; alfo that the common Malig- 
nity will aggravate the fame above Meafure ; likewife that 
the Things they arecharged with (werethey truly charged 
are not peculiarly theirs, but the Corruptions of the World 
in general; and that fome Degrees thereof are found in all, 
in whom human Weaknefs is found, and that they are leis 
and ina lower Degree in this Party of Men than in any 
other. Add hereunto that the Faults of fome are commonly 
objected againft all, and the Sins of Men not yet made per- 
fect, are caft upon that holy and perfe€t Way, which con- 
demns thofe Sins, and hath broken the Dominwn of thein. 

© Moreover, when it is undeniable that this Sort of Men 
in general have renounced palpable Difhenefty, Injuftice, 
filthy Lewdnef;, Wantonnefs, Intemperance, Luxury and 
other grofs Pollutions of the World, they are burdene d (ac 
cording to the true Method of Calumniation) with Shims: 
of Sufpicion or evil Surmife, as Hypocrify, Self-conccited- 
nefs, Fancicalnefs and fecret Pride, Things moftly belonc- 
ing to the hidden Man of the Heart; or with ipirivucl 
Wickednefs, as Envy, Malice, Bitternefs, Vain-glory, Am 
bition, Self-admiration and Contempt of others, Things of 
more clofe and covert Nature, and as not eafily proved, fo 
not eafily difproved where they are objeéted ; or with the 
ambiguous Charge of Schifm, FaGtion, Turbulency, Sinu- 
larity, Peevithnes, Perverfness, Obftinacy ; which eppo- 
fite Parties are continually catting upon each other ; Fa: ults 
and Duties, Vertues and Vices happening to be called by 
thefe Names, And in this Method of Accufation, the In- 
nocent are fooner injured than cleared, and Slanderers do 
their Work, for the Reproaches are boldly caft abroad, and 
fomething fticks. et | 
* But notwithitanding all the Obloquy and Calumny, the : 
* whole World may be Lara to produce an Inftance of uy 

* any ‘ ; 
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any Sort or Seét of Men, that have excceded or equaled the 
ferious Profeflors of the true Chriftianity in Things honeft, 
and juft, and comely, and ufeful, and praife-worthy. It 
mutt not be expected, but that during their imperfect State 
Obliquities and Aberrations will be found more or lefs in 
them, as they are more or lefs remote from Perfection. But 
if true Honetty and Vertue be a Reality and not an empty 
Name, and if it be not perifhed out of the World, it exifts 
and refides in them. 
« Howbeit in this Way there are inevitable Occafions of 
ftumbiing, not given but taken, and fuch fall thereat, ag 
do err in their Hearts, and have not known God’s Ways. The 
Practice of true Piety lying out of the common Road, is 
misiudg’d as a kind of humorous Singularity. 
© To {peak feclingly of divine Things,feems Folly or meer 
Fancy to them, who have no Knowledge or Tafte thereof 
in themfelves. 
© To exprefs with Zeal or Vigour fuch Things as feem ta 
others incredible, tho’ they be moft true and excellent, is 
taken for Madnefs. 
¢ Ten lernets of Confcience, Striftnefs of Life, Fervour of 
Devotion, Mortification and Heavenly-mindednefs, is by 
Serfualiits, Formalitts, and carnal Politicians, judging by 
their own Meafure, teken forHypocrify, defigning the Ap- 
plaufe of Men, or fome Eminency and Advancement ina 
Party, or fome other Self-Intereft. 
¢ A pious Regard to the leffer as well as the greater Com- 
mands o! the Law, and a Dread of defpifing the leaft Com- 
mandment, is commonly efteemed Peevifhne(s and needlefs 
Precifenefs. 
* To diftinguith between the holy and profane, the zealous 
and lukewarm, the carnal ard ‘piritual in the vifibleChurch, 
and to judge of both Sorts as they are, isa great Offence to 
the World,for which the Religious are thought to be Proud, 
Fa .fters, Defpifers of others, Uncharitable, Cenforious ; 
and formalifts are magnified againft them for their large 
Charity towards all, which is indeed no Charity, but Indif- 
ferency in Religion, not feldom accompanied with Bitter- 
nefs towards the Godly. 
¢ ‘To tpeak as the Scripture doth of a peculiar People, and 
as Chriit himicl!, of the fewnels of Goud’s chofen among 
the many outwardly called, is accounted the confining of, 
Csodline!. 
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Godlinefs to a Party, and the fancying of themfelves to be 
the only People of God. Now fuch Arrogance is juftly 
charged on thofe that place Religion in narrow Opinions, 
and Platforms, and Methods of their own choofing, and 
judge of al) Men as they are nearer or farther from them : 
yet nothing is furer than that God hath a peculiar People, 
who are comparatively a fmall Number diftinguifhed from 
the World by his own Mark, which is no other than his 
own Image in Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs. 
* To difcerna laborious, lively, faithful Miniftry from that 
which is lazy, litelefs and deceitful, and to regard the one 
and the other accordingly, to note the ignerant, foolifh, 
profane and fcandalous of that Funétion, to contemn a vile 
Perfon, and to honour them that fear the Lord, to take Notice 
of the Serpentine Seed, and to turn away from fuch, to 
abhor Impiety, and to have no Fellowfhip with theWicked 
in their evi] Deeds, provokes an evil Generation that are 
hereby reproved & judged ; and they raife anOutcry againft 
theGodly as factious,unfociable, Defpifers of Government, 
Makers of Parties, and Enemies to Peace. ‘ 
‘ To examine the Doétrines, Precepts, Traditions, and 
Cuftoms of Men by God’s Word, to ufe all juft Means to 
difcern his Will, and to choofe to obey God rather than 
Men, when their Commands are contrary to his, is reviled 
for proud Perverfenefs, Contempt of ancient Cuftoms, and 
e Authority of Superiours, Difobedience to Kings and 
aws. 
* To be zealous for God’s Honour, and the Purity of Re- 
ligion, to be earneft and ative in ftopping the Courfe of 
Sin, and promoting Piety and the Means of Salvation, and 
to be concerned for God’s Intereft in the World more than 
the common Sort are, make the Religious to feem prag- 
matical, turbulent, and unpeaceable. 
* Not to run into the common Excefs of Riot, nor to 
comply with mad Mirth and Jollity, offenfive Gallantry, 
or any Extravagancy that is in Fafhion, is accounted Stoical 
Supercilioufnefs and Morofity. 
$ Stri€tnefs of Profeffion, Serioufnefs and neceffary Pre- 
cifenefs of Converfation feems to many to be the fame Thing 
with Pharifeifm, wherewith the moft confcientious are 
commonly moft reproached, and fo the hateful Name of 
Chrift’s worft Enemies is caft upon his true and faithful 
Followers. ¢ Wherefore 
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© Wherefore it is worth the while to note who and what 


‘ they were. It is evident from the Gofpel-Hiftory, that 
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the Pharifees were a ftri& Set, and in great Reputation for 
feeming Holinefs, no Separatifts from the Fewi/e Church, 
but of chiefeft Sway therein, and of great Efteem among 
the Rulers. They little cared for the ordering and Go- 
vernment of the Heart, and placed Perfeétion in outward 
Works, and in Rituals more than Morals, and chiefly in 
the Ceremonies of their own devifing, and the Traditions 
of the Elders, and in Zeal for the Corban or the Church’s 
Treafure, and to thefe Things they made the weightieft 
Duties of the Law give Place. They wore broad Phylac- 
teries, and affected a proud Refervednefs and formal Gra- 
vity. Thofe Faftings, Prayers and Alms-Deeds, that fhould 
have been done in fecret, they made a Shew of openly to be 
feen of Men. They would be counted Rabies, and own’d 
for abfolute teaching Mafters and Leaders of the People, 
and would have all fubjeét to their Dictates. And they 
were Maligners and Oppofers of the Power of Godlinefs, 
and Perfecutors of the true I/raelites to maintain their own 
Inftitutes and Intereft. Now for our Part we have no 
need, nor Mind to vindicate the true Off-fpring of fuch 
Forefathers. It concerns all Chriftians, as Chrift warn’d 
the Difciples to beware of this Leaven. But the Truth is, 
fomething of Pharifeifm may be found among fome of all 
Parties, as Self-confidence, Vain-glory, Self-praife, Cen- 
forioufnefs, Arrogance, Partiality, perverfenefs of Con- 
fcience, or ftraining at Gnats and {wallowing of Camels. 
And peradventure, thofe that moft objet it to others, may 
be moft deeply infeéted with it themfelves ; but however, 
it concerns all forts to beware of it, and do as much as is 
poffible to purge it out from among them, and every Chri- 
{tian fhould ftrive to keep himfelf from any Smatch of it, 
feeing it was fo unfavoury to Chrift. 

‘ It is thus very difcernable from the manifold Mifappre- 
henfions of the Way it felf, how Godlinefs falls under the 
hard Thoughts and Speeches of the miftaken World. But 
Wifdom is juftified of her Children. And if Godlinefs it felg 
by Mifapprehenfion become a Rock of Offence, no won- 
der the World is fcandalized at the Hypocrify of¥alfe Pre- 
tenders, and at the real Faults and Weaknefs of fincere Pro- 
feffors. But Chrift hath faid, Béc/fed ts he that is not offended 
in me. * Un- 
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* Undoubtedly the making of an higher Profeffion doth not 
exempt any from a juft Conviction and Reproof. That 
Hypocrites fhould be detected, and the fcandalous Faults 
even of fincere Chriftians noted, is the Intereft of true 
Picty. And Charity both towards them that give Offence, 
and towards them that take it to their Hurt, requirethfuch 
Difcovery. The Godly lay to Heart no Evils more, than 
the Scandals of Profeffors ; and they know they are moft 
concerned to take heed, /¢/? any Root of Bitternefs bearing 
Gall or Vormwood fhould jpring up amorg them. And thote 
that fin before all, their Difcipline is to rebuke before all, 
that others may fear. Butthe great Mifchief is, that fome 
fo fpeak and write of Hypocrites. and Cfferces, as to re- 
proach Gedlinefs it felf, and bring the Profeffion of it into 
Difgrace. 
« When they take Notice of any Thing amifs in Men pro- 
feffing GodlinefS, whether the Matter of Fact be true or 
falfe, or the Scandal be in Reality or Appearance only, 
they prefently fay thefe are your Profeflors, they are all 
fuch, and the whole Pack affords no better. 
¢ The real or feeming Hypocrily, Pride, Covetowinefs, Un- 
righteoufnefS, Uncharitablenefs, Selifhnefs of fome is caft 
upon all. 
« From fome Inftances of Aberration they argue againft a 
godly Tenor of Converfation, and deny Sincerity where 
they fee a falling fhort of Perfeétion. 
‘ They difparage a ferious and circumfpeét Courfe of Life, 
by pretending it may be but a meer Guife or Shew, there 
may be hurking Vices, and they who have fcaped grofs Sen- 
fuality may be guilty of fpiritual Sins, as Pride and Envy ; 
and fo they ground their Detraction upon Suppofitions and 
Surmifes of what may be, tho’ not appearing. 
© They inveigh againit Hypocrify in that Manner, which 
hardens the Vicious in their Debauchery ; and they incou- 
rage Libertines in Idlenefs and excefs of Vanity, by telling 
them, that the Precifians may do werfe. 
* Thofe godly Exercifes that lic out of the common Road 
* (as to inftance in holy Conference) they bring into Con- 
* tempt, by objeéting an unfeafonable and prepoftercus Ufe 
thereof,or the Impertinency andW eaknefs of fome therein. 
¢ They cenfure inordinate Tranfports of Zeal, & Whim- 
fies in Religion more bitterly than Lewdneffes, Outrages, 
grofs Impieties, and daring Wickednefs of diflolute Perfons. 
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« They will burden the fober-minded, that are zealous for 
their God, with the inexcufable Madnefs of fome intempe- 
rate Zealots. 

© The Failings of the Religious they agcravate above Mea- 
fure, and particularly fome paffionate Diforders, that are 
commonly complexional, asd have lefs of the Will, and 
confequently of finful Malignity in them, than many Sins 
that make leffer Noife, and raife lefs Clamour: and they 
magnify the Evenefs, Moderation, Mildnefs and other Hu- 
manities of loofe or lukewarm Perfons for the true Chriftian 
Spirit. 

They upbraid the Godly with their folemn Confeffions 
and Aggravations of Sin before the Lord, and with their 
Acknowledgment and bewailing of fuch Scandals before the 
World, as have been given by fome among them ; as alfo 
with their publick Teftimonies againit Errors and Corrup- 
tions, that have rifen in their Times ; and fo they reproach 
them for their Humility, Sincerity, and Impartiality in 
abafing themfelves and giving Glory to God, and condemn- 
ing Sin where-ever they find it. 

* They fcoff at thofe that fpeak of Communion with God, 
fpiritual Experiences, Defertions, and the like Matters ; 
and ufe in Scorn feriptural Words and Phrafes, and other 
holy Expreffions ufed by the Religious ; and profane the 
Terms of Holy, Godly, Saint, Sanétified, by the Ufe thereof 
in fcandalous lronies, and fo they make Sport for profane 
Men, and harden them in their Irreligion. 

¢ They would render holy Things contemptible by nothing, 
fome little Overfight and Indecencies (moftly involuntary) 
in thofe that perform the fame,as perhaps in the Preacher’s 
‘Tone or Gefture. 

* And to fay the Truth, it is one of the cafieft Things in 
the World for licentious Wits to play upon the moft ferious 
and facred Things, and to make the moft acceptable Ser- 
vice of God and his choiceft Servants, feem ridiculous. 
Thefe are fome of the many vile and wretched Ways of 
difgracing true Religion : And I will add one more, to wit, 
that Madnefs of Oppofition, on what Side foever it be, 
which to make a different Party odious, will not fear to 
expofe Godlinels it felf to the Contempt and Scorn of them 
that fcorn all religious Parties. 


Te be finifoed in qr next 
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